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Beta Project Avatar by A.M.D. Hays 

 
1. Digital technology intrudes deeper into our personal lives every year. At one point in the 

novel Abe jokes that the avatar is designed to save her life and to get her killed at the 
same time. What are the benefits and potential dangers of technology? 
 

2. Several studies, based on declassified technology from the past, suggest that classified 
government electronic hardware and software are about ten times more powerful than 
civilian electronics, in a wide range of fields. What sort of secret devices do you imagine 
might currently exist, for use in classified operations?  
 

3. Did you sometimes find yourself laughing out loud? Humour is often used as a tool by 
authors. What are some of the scenarios where humour was used in Beta, for what 
purpose, and was it effective? 
 

4. Dee is a successful career woman, but is clearly most comfortable sitting in an office, 
behind a computer. Her misfortunes force her into a life of danger and adventure. What 
are some signs that she has become a different sort of person, by the end of the book? Do 
you think she has become a better person?  
 

5. Another aspect of the novel highlights Dee's interactions with people that are not central 
to the story such as her father, her friend Rosemary, and her sister Cecelia. Are these 
attempts to make Dee less like a cookie-cutter heroine and more like the girl next door 
successful? 
 

6. Abe and Dee were friends at college but took very different paths in life. Why do you 
imagine that was the case? Do you think it was primarily a matter of their characters, 
their upbringing, or factors that cannot be determined? 
 

7. Dee travels to a number of places and interacts with people from many different cultures. 
Which location(s) were you convinced the author had actually visited, rather than simply 
researched, and why? 
 

8. Dee continually loses her wardrobe and has to go out and buy new clothes. There is a 
stereotype that women love shopping, and she admits to fitting the stereotype, but after a 
while she becomes tired of it. Do you think that the shine really can wear off some things 
we enjoy? How and why does it happen? Other than Champagne, what are some things 
that never lose their appeal? 

 
9. This novel makes use of a familiar theme in modern fiction and movies: a government 

intelligence unit that exploits its privilege of secrecy, and starts performing illegal 



operations. How serious is the real-world threat of such a scenario? Do you think it 
occurs frequently, occasionally, or never? 

 
10. Dee takes a long time to make up her mind, whether John is trying to protect her or to 

exploit her for a foreign intelligence service. Do you think she should have been more 
trusting, or perhaps even less so?  
 

11. We only see Ed in the first few minutes of the novel and he spends the rest of the novel in 
a coma. What was the purpose of Ed in the overall story arc? 
 

12. Dee cries a lot in the novel. Do you think her tears are justified or does it show a certain 
lack of courage? Does it make her more or less appealing? 

 
13. Although Abe is a fictional character, there are real groups of people who use internet 

technologies to maintain webs of clandestine conversation, and even anarchistic global 
communities that are outside the control of any government. These are collectively called 
“the darknet.” Discuss the social benefits and dangers of this trend.  
 

14. If Bryce's website WikiBlab is loosely based on Julian Assange and his website 
Wikileaks, what are the similarities and differences? Do you agree that secret documents 
such as those reported on Wikileaks should be made public? What are the pros and cons 
of complete transparency? 
 

 
 
Additional resources are available on the author's website including: 

• Social media links including Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Youtube 
• Contact form to correspond with the author 
• New releases 
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